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Name:

Department:

Job title/ description:



1. Set the scope for your research and your PubMed / searching knowledge
a. What is your research question?

b. What is the goal of your research? Are you planning to do a systematic review, is it for a PhD or Master thesis, or do you just want an overview of the most relevant articles, for instance as an introduction to your own research article?

c. How long have you been using PubMed? And how often do you use it? Did you attend another workshop or course on searching in PubMed? 

d. Do you use other databases to perform a literature search? If so, which ones and how often?


2. Perform a search in PubMed. Try to create one search strategy that covers the whole question. Try to find as many relevant articles as possible. Phrase the search that provided the best results (the most relevant hits). Try to phrase this search exactly.
Prepare a PubMed search that you created yourself. This is not about the correctness of the search strategy, but for us to get an idea of the participants' search experience before the workshop.
a. Perform a search and paste it below on the topic: Vitamins and hormones within the field of clinical dermatology.

b. Perform a search on your own research question and paste it below. 

c. How many records did you retrieve for your own topic? Do you think the number of records is too high, too low or just about right?

d. How many relevant references (approximately, x out of y) did you retrieve? Please give the PMID's of some relevant references.

e. Did you find every possible reference to answer your question or do you think there must be more? Do you know what you have missed?


3. Review the process of your literature search in PubMed:
a. How much time did you need to formulate your best search strategy for your own topic?

b. Did you find it difficult to create a search strategy for your research question? If so, what were the main problems you experienced?
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