Homework for Systematic Literature Retrieval in PubMed - part 2 
Version April 2026

Follow the steps described below to create a list of search terms to be used to create a search strategy. 
1. Pick one clear and focused research question
2. Determine concepts in the research question and when desired group related concepts into elements 
3. Based on whether elements are specific/ general and important/ less important decide which maximum of 4 elements should be used in the search
4. For the chosen elements create a list of the most important search terms. A maximum of 10 terms per element will be sufficient for a start. The first search is meant to find the most important references. More terms can be added later if necessary.
5. Send your list of search terms to info.mb@erasmusmc.nl. The teacher will review your answers and give feedback, and will provide you with a corrected list that can be used during the practicum for part 2.
Warnings
· Don't create a full search
· Don't add long texts about the thought process behind the terms
Advice
· Follow the lay-out as indicated in the example to the right and described in the workshop
· Start each element with a bold heading Garlic 
Garlic[mesh]
Garlic*
Allium*-sativum*

Cancer
Neoplasms[mesh]
Neoplas*
Cancer*
Tumor*
Tumour*
Carcino*

Prevention
Prevention and control[subheading]
Primary prevention[mesh]
prevent*


· No tables or punctuation, just each line one term 
· Add to each element relevant MeSH terms (mark with [mesh])
· Copy the exact MeSH term as it appears at the top of the MeSH details webpage. If the MeSH term has a comma, include the comma here.
· Don't use too broad mesh terms for specific elements
· Do remember you can add multiple mesh terms per element
· Add to each element relevant Entry terms
· Ignore any entry term with a comma
· Use truncation (*) to search for words or phrases with similar beginnings 
· For phrases always combine words with hyphens
· Do keep in mind you can also truncate the first word of a phrase
· Multiple entry terms can often be searched by selecting a certain word or smaller part of a phrase
· If available Add to each element relevant terms from the terms in the tree below your MeSH terms
· Look for relevant narrower terms that would not yet be found by the already present terms
· If you cannot find good MeSH terms for one of your elements, just use your own words and think of variations yourself

